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BY SHARON WEVANT, CLIENT SERVICES MANAGER

What comes to your mind when you
hear the words, ‘abortion survivor?’

Typically, we think of an individual
who remains alive after an
attempted abortion procedure failed
to end their life in the womb. That
gives us a reason to celebrate for
sure! Someone recently shared their
story with me and it caused me to
see the term ‘abortion survivor’ in a
different context.

We all have heard stories of women
who find themselves in an unplanned
pregnancy and abortion is offered as
a solution to ‘the problem’. Some
choose to reject the option with no
consideration of ever ending their
pregnancy. Others may need more
time to process the thought of
abortion and then choose life
instead. Every time the word
abortion is suggested as the answer
and then rejected; we have another
‘abortion survivor.” That too gives us
a reason to celebrate!

Kimberly* came into my office
seriously considering an abortion.
Her boyfriend gave her an ultimatum
- you choose an abortion and | will
stay or if you choose not to abort, |
will leave. It was that simple for him.
But it wasn’t for Kimberly.

She was unsure how she would make
it on her own even though her
boyfriend was not supporting her
prior to the untimely pregnancy. We
discussed her options and when she

left that day, she was still very
undecided. Days went by, weeks
went by and no contact with

Kimberly.

Six months later, she showed up. with
her handsome little boy, Rexy* -
another ‘abortion survivor!!” We had
a reason to celebrate!! | saw first
hand the struggie that Kimberly was
going through. Unfortunately, she
continued to struggle for a while
after her son was born with guilt for
ever considering an abortion. It was
a weight she carried and was
reminded of often. Eventually she
was able to break free from the
stronghold abortion had on her - she
is now an ‘abortion survivor!’

When abortion is suggested, the
word itself unleashes a barrage of
emotional and mental turmoil like no
other word does. It takes words of
truth laced with love to overcome
and cause another ‘abortion survivor’
to emerge.

*Names changed to protect identities
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ANNUAL FUNDRAISING
BANQUET

Thank you to everyone who joined us as
we “United For Life” in Central PA! We
are so thankful for YOU!
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AR As we wrap up 2024, would you consider giving a
! \ ; e gift to Crossroads thar will propel us into 20257

P Each year we see more abortion minded women.
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¥ \\YI We see men and women looking for answers, N
[t i material assistance, emotional support, hope and
r love. That’s what they receive when they walk into
* Crossroads. Here, they find peace. They get their
\ } questions answered and they feel the love of Jesus

each step of the way. Would you consider being
part of their story this month by supporting the
ministry with a year end gife? It can be done
~ online or by sending a check to our Admin office.

Thank Iyou for standing with us and beinlg a part of
i

all God is doing in the lives of our clients.
WWW.CPCFORLIFE.ORG/GIVE-NOW

119 S. Division St.
Mount Union, PA 17066



HELLO PARTNERS FOR LIFE

United for Life. This was our focus throughout 2024. A good
one to have in a world that seems so obviously divided. If we
want to change the world, we need each other’s help. As we
saw with the recent tragedy resulting from Hurricane Helene,
it’s the people of this nation who have responded quickly to
help. Many brave heroes jumped in to do the right thing when

they saw nothing being done. The right thing to do is often the harder
thing.

Our Nurses and Client Services Managers choose to be in a
position where doing the right thing is the “harder thing”. For
instance, we exist to empower women to make choices for life
but we can’t make that decision for them. We recently had
two women planning to abort scheduled in the clinic on the
same day. Here are a few non-identifying lines from the case
notes. The first: “No spiritual beliefs. Searched the internet for
help and found Crossroads. She said after the ultrasound ‘I
thought | would have feelings, but | don't’.” The second one:
“Found us on Google. Said she vaped every day and wasn't
sure if that would hurt the baby. After the ultrasound she
stated she was going to go through with the abortion.”

At least they came to us first. We gave them the truth about
life. We told them about the risks of abortion. We handed
them information on Abortion Pill Reversal. We gave them
“food for thought” and showed them unconditional love and
care. They knew we didn't see abortion as an acceptable
option (we won’t refer them). Instead, we handed them help
and hope. And then we lay it down to the Lord. The outcome
is in His hands and as they say, “It's not over until it's over,”
but we may never know the outcome. This can be hard.

The very next day, another patient came in. She had taken
the pill a while before coming to us. Her notes: “She has
spiritual beliefs, a mixture of all religions. Came to Crossroads
in part because it is faith-based, "looked clean," and seemed
to have a welcoming, family feel to it”". -The ultrasound
showed that the baby was still there! She chose to continue
the pregnancy! On her exit survey she wrote: She would refer
us to a friend because Crossroads is “full of info & love”.
When asked to describe her experience, she wrote,
“Absolutely amazing!”

Please consider a year end gift to Crossroads Pregnancy
Center. When we’re united for life, we can change the world.

Have a wonderful holiday season,

Cindy Mansberger, Executive Director

John 17: 23 “Then the world will know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved me.
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GET INVOLVED

ATTENTION MIFFLIN COUNTY!

WE WANT TO REACH MORE SCHOOLS BUT WE
NEED MORE SPEAKERS TO DO SO.

Individuals in Mifflin County who would love
interacting with and teaching students about
healthy relationships and sexual risk avoidance are
needed for our Reaching Destinations program.
Training is provided. Compensation for time and
travel is provided.

Contact Deanne, RD Director, for an application or
more information via email at
director@reachingdestinations.org or by phone
(814) 643-3570.

IN MEMORY AND HONOR:

Suzi Brannock gave in memory of her
sister, Judi Eckenrode

In Memory and Honor of Jackie Alters:
River Church

Steve and Sharon Werner

Jeff and Judi Confer

Isabel Zerby

Diane Anders

Danny and Jane Neff
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Dennis and Cristine Peachey gave in
honor of their 4th grandchild (first
granddaughter) Lena Joy

Carina Zook gave In memory of her
Mom, Brenda Bailey, who has been
with Jesus for four years now.

In Memory and Honor of
Oliver Tamang:

* Carl and Gloria Reinford
* |rene Dorville



